





Hospital evacuation exercise with
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service

Five fire appliances attended Basingstoke
and North Hampshire Hospital on the
evening of Tuesday 9 February, as hospital
staff carried out a joint fire and evacuation
exercise in partnership with retained and
full time fire crews from Basingstoke.

The exercise focused on the Sherborne
Building which is occupied by patient
areas - maternity, child health, cardiology
and gynaecology and was timed for the
early evening. The scenario involved
an electrical fire that had ignited PVC
covered furnishings producing a plume of
dense smoke which was filling the ward.

This exercise required that in addition to
fighting a fire, two teams using breathing
apparatus needed to successfully locate
and rescue ‘casualties’ from a ward in
simulated near zero visibility.

Although the alarms were not sounded
for this drill, hospital staff including
the first response team, porters and
switchboard operators, practiced the
hospital fire procedure from the initial call,
to the theoretical evacuation of the entire
floor and damage assessment. Steven
Tremarco, Foundation Trust Fire Safety
Officer, explained “These exercises are very

“These exercises are very important for us to

assess our emergency response and ability
to maintain the safety of our patients”

BS7273 part 4

important for us to assess our emergency
response and ability to maintain the
safety of our patients. A practical exercise
like this is probably the best way to assess
these vital procedures and it was great
to have such partnership working with
the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service
to make this happen. Both organisations
will complete a full report but our initial
analysis was that this was a successful
exercise.”

The BS7273 Part 4 typically covers the interface between the fire alarm system and the

following types of equipment;

a) Devices that hold open self closing fire-resistant doors

b) Devices that release security doors

c) Powered sliding doors that need to open or close on operation of the FDA system

There is often an assumption that door release mechanisms will operate in the event of a fire and
failsafe should they lose power, however if the wiring and power supplies to such devices are not
monitored they may not operate when needed. In the case of electrically activated door locks,
which are increasingly being used in properties today, a failure of the wiring or power supply
may be more critical, as persons may not be able to exit the building when a fire is present. It
is therefore essential that the power and the ‘critical’ wiring path to these devices are secure at
all times, unfortunately this is often overlooked when designing and installing a new fire alarm
system. Equally, fire-risk assessments should regularly be carried out on existing properties and
any existing systems that have electrically activated door release mechanisms should be updated

to ensure they meet the recommendations of BS7273 part 4.

Book the new Gent CPD Shut That Door to gain a full understanding of your requirements.
E-mail Dina at gentenquiry@honeywell.com to book a free CPD seminar.
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Is this all that

Healthcare Fire Safety o
Management is about? University and NAHFO Courses

Joint Loughborough

Developed in collaboration with NAHFO, the Overthe past 2 years NAHFO and Loughborough University
Certificate in Healthcare Fire Safety Management have run 3 courses successfully at Loughborough
is designed to meet the needs of specialist University. The course is designed to be an “introduction”

healthcare fire safety professionals.

to those new to healthcare fire safety or “conversion” to
those already in fire safety. The course has input from
Loughborough, CFOA, NAHFO and individual speakers on
fire/healthcare related topics. The last course had to be
cancelled due to lack of numbers. We would very much
like to continue to run these courses. Basic details are

Flexible, part-time programme delivery
perfect for:

» NHS Fire Safety Managers

» Independent Health and Social Care
Sector Fire Safety Consultants

P Healthcare Managers responsible for
fire safety or emergency planning

= 3.5 days at Loughborough University
P Care Home Owners and Managers Cost @ £1200
|
> E!re Pigyention Officers working in m  Accommodation, meals, refreshments included
ire and Rescue Services
= Sessions include, introduction to HTM's, practical application
Next intake: June 2010 of HTM, Un Wanted Fire Signals, an Inspector Calls, where
BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW! fire safety sits in the NHS, the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety)
For further information, please contact: Order 2005 - the Enforcers view and the NHS view
Marion Jost on 01509 222155 [ | Loughborough
or email M.Jost@Iboro.ac.uk Unlver51ty If anyone is interested in this course please contact the

General Secretary and we can look at putting together

some dates. |
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Gent is introducing a new CPD seminar which is a
guide to BS7273 part 4 - the British Standard Code

of Practice for the monitoring and actuation of door
release mechanisms controlled by a fire alarm system.
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There is often an assumption that door release
mechanisms will operate in the event of a fire and
failsafe should they lose power, however if the
wiring and power supplies to such devices are not
monitored they may not operate when needed. The
recommendations in BS7273 Part 4 will be taken
into account for new buildings, and regular risk
assessments will highlight the need to update any
existing systems that have electrically activated
Sponsored by k P ' door release mechanisms to ensure they meet the
recommendations of BS7273 part 4.

To book this free seminar ﬁ

please call contact Dina at
gentenquiry@honeywell.com

Shut that Door!
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